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The United States of America recognized the Republic of Latvia de iure on July 28,
1922, and on November 13 the first envoy of the USA to Lawvia, Frederick W, B,
Coleman, submitted the Letter of Credence to the President of Latvia, Janis Cakste. In
his address on this occasion, the President gave a highly positive evaluation of the
activities of the American Relief Organization and American non—governmental
organizations in their support of Latvia between 1919 and 1922: "Laevia is happy to
welcome the first official democratic representative of the great and renowned
American democracy; the democracy which was the first to lend a helping hand to the
unfortunate inhabitants of Latvia, victims of the World War" (Government Journal.
November 15, 1922).

The interwar period consolidated the diplomatic relations between the two countries,
and several bilateral agreements were signed. Despite the Great Depression of 1929
and the considerable geographical distance, economic, trade and culture relations were
established.

When in June of 1940 the Baltic States were occupied and annexed, the US
government came forward on July 23 with a Statement of the US Undersecretary of
State, Sumner Welles, condemning the annihilation of the political and territorial
integrity of Estonia, Lawvia and Lithuania. In July, 2000 a resolution of the US
Congess reiterated and reinforced this statement once again.

The Statement of July 23 determined US policy with regard to the Baltic States
and ensured the preservation of diplomatic representations of these countries in the
USA for fifty years. During the years of occupation the Embassy of Latvia in
Washington, D.C. enjoyed full diplomatic recognition which provided opportunities
to remind the world continually of the judicial existence of Latvia and defend the
interests of Latvia and its citizens.

After the restoration of independence in Latvia in August of 1991, the USA and the
Republic of Latvia restored their diplomatic relations on September 5.

Three years ago, on January 16, 1998 the Presidents of the United States of America
and the Baltic states signed the Charter of Partnership that laid a solid foundation for
the development of US-Latvia relations.

Amerikas Savienotas Valstis atzina Latvijas Republiku e iure 1922. gada 28. julija,
un 13. novembri pirmais ASV satnis Lacvija Frederiks Koulmens iesniedza akredi-
tacijas véstuli Latvijas Valsts prezidentam Janim Cakstem. Atbildes runa prezidents
augstu novértéja ASV Palidzibas administracijas un amerikapu nevalstisko organizaciju
darbibu Latvijas laba 1919.-1922. gada: "Latvija ir laimiga, ka ta var redzét pie sevis
lielas un slavenis Amerikas demokratijas pirmo oficidlo demokratisko priekdstavi, tis
demokratijas, kas pati pirma sniedza palidzibu nelaimigajiem Lawvijas iedzivotajiem,
pasaules kara upuriem" (Valdibas Véstnesis. 1922.~15.nov.).

Starpkaru posma nostiprinajas abu valstu diplomatiskas attiecibas, tika noslégti
vairaki divpuséjie ligumi. Parvarot 1929. gada pasaules ekonomisko depresiju un véra
pemamus geografiskos attdlumus, veidojas saimnieciskie, tirdznieciskie un kultiras
sakari.

Kad 1940. gada jiinija Baltijas valstis tika okupétas un anekeetas, ASV valdiba 23. jilija
nica klaja ar valsts sekretara vietnieka Samnera Velsa pazipojumu, kas nosodija Igau-
nijas, Latvijas un Lietuvas politiskas un teritorialas integritates iznicinafanu. 2000. gada
julija ASV Kongress ar savu rezoliiciju $o atzinumu vélreiz atkartoja un apstiprinaja.

1940. gada 23. jilija pazipojums piecdesmit gadus noteica ASV politiku Baltijas
valstu jautdijuma un nodrofinija 3o valstu diplomatisko parstavniecibu pastavédanu
ASV. Latvijas nebrives gados sutnieciba Vadingtona baudija pilnu diplomatisko
atzi¥anu, kas savukart deva plalas iespéjas nenogurstosi atgadinat pasaulei par Latvijas
tiesisko esamibu un aizstavét Latvijas un tas pilsonu intereses.

Péc pilnigas Latvijas valsts neatkaribas atgisanas 1991. gada augusta ASV un Lat-
vijas Republika 5. septembri atjaunoja diplomatiskas attiecibas.

Pirms 3 gadiem, 1998. gada 16. janvari, ASV un Baltijas valstu prezidenti parakstija
Partneribas hartu, dokumentu, kas kluvis par stipru pamatu ASV un Latvijas starp-
valstu sakaru attisti$anai.
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1. The Announcement of the government of the Unired States concerning recognition of the Latvian government. July 28,

1922.

ASV valdibas pazinojums par Lawvijas valdibas awzisanu. 28.07.1922.

2. Frederick W. B. Coleman (1874-1947), Envoy of the USA to Latvia,1923-1932.
Frederiks Koulmens (1874-1947), ASV stnis Latvija 1923-1932.

3. Final page of The Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights Between Latvia and the USA. Signed by the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Latvia, A. Balodis, and Envoy of the USA E. W. B. Coleman. April 20, 1928.

Draudzibas, tirdzniecibas un konsularo tiesibu liguma starp Latviju un ASV pédeja lapa. Parakstijui Latvijas arlietu miniscrs
A. Balodis un ASV siitnis F. Koulmens. 20.04.1928.

4. Letter of Credence of Envoy of the USA to Latvia J. A. MacMurray. Signed by the President of the USA, Fr. D, Roosevelt.

September 19, 1933.

ASV siitna Latvija Dz. Mekmarija akrediracijas vestule. Parakstijis ASV prezidents F. Ruzvelts. 19.09.1933.

5. Ludvigs Seja (1885-1962), Charge d'Affaires ad interim of Latvia to the USA, 1922-1925; Envoy of Latvia to the USA,

1925-1927.

Ludvigs Seja (1885-1962), Latvijas pagaidu pilnvarotais lietvedis ASV 1922-1925, Latvijas siitnis ASV 1925-1927.
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STATEMENT OF UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE, THE HON.
SUMNER WELLES.

Released to the Press L

on July 23, 1940.

During these past few days the devious processes whereu
the political independence and territorial integrity of the three s
Baltic republics—Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania—were to be
liberately annihilated by one of their more powerful neighbors,
been rapidly drawing to their conclusion.

From the day when the peoples of these republics first gal
their independence and democratic form of government the pd
of the United States have watched their admirable progress in
government with deep and sympathetic interest.

The policy of this Government is universally known. The p4g
of the United States are opposed to predatory activities no mg
whether they are carried on by the use of force or by the thre:
force. They are likewise opposed to any form of intervention o
part of one state, however powerful, in the domestic concer:
any other sovereign state, however weak.

Tha:ﬁrim:ip] constitute the very foundations upon whie!
qiatii‘;:g tionship between the 21 sovereign republics of the
orld rests.

m The United States will continue to stand by these princi

because of the conviction of the American people that unl
doctrine in which these principles are inherent once again go
the relations between nations, the rule of reason, of justice, a
law—in other words, the basis of modern civilization itself—eca
be preserved.

6. Riga, Ausekla Street 22. The US Embassy was situated in this building from 1930 to 1940. In the summer of 1939, future
President of the USA John F. Kennedy visited Riga and the US Embassy.

Nams Riga, Ausekla iela 22. No 1930. lidz 1940. g. taja darbojas ASV sutnieciba Latvija. 1939. g. vasara $eit uzturéjas nakamais
ASV prezidents Dizons Kenedijs.

7. Johne Cooper Wiley (1893-1967), Envoy of the USA to Latvia, 1938-1940.
Dizons Vailijs (1893-1967), ASV sutnis Latvija 1938-1940.

8. Alfreds Bilmanis (1887-1948), Envoy of Latvia to the USA, 1935-1948.
Alfreds Bilmanis (1887-1948), Latvijas siitnis ASV 1935-1948.

9. Latvian Embassy building in Washingron, 4325 17th Street NW (from 1951).
Latvijas véstniecibas nams Vadingtona, 17. iela Nr. 4325 (kop$ 1951).

10. Announcement of the US Undersecretary of State, S. Welles, denouncing the policy of annihilation of political and terrirorial
integrity implemented against Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. July 23, 1940.

ASV Valsts sckretara vietnicka S. Velsa pazinojums, kas nosoda politiskas un reritoriilas integritates iznicina$anas politiku pret
Igauniju, Latviju un Lictuvu. 23.07.1940.

11. Sumner Welles (1892-1961), US Undersecretary of State, 1937—1943.
Samners Velss (1892—1961), ASV Valsts sekretara vietnieks1937-1943.



SAPRASANAS MEMORANDS
STARP LATVLIAS U%EPUBL]KAS VALDIBU
AMERIKAS SAVIENOTO _VALSTU  VALDIBU
PAR DIPLOMATISEAJAM ATTIECIBAM
Latvijas Republikas ValdIba un Amerikas Savienoto Valstu
Valdiba,
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Martips Virsis Kértiss Kemons
Arlietu ministra Yalsts sekretdra
pirmais vietnieks paligas vietnieks

BE
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LA
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

The Government of the United States of
Government of the Republic of Latwia,

Comsidering that they have entered into
relations,

Desirous of ensuring the effective perf
diplematic and consular functions,

Hopeful of promoting enhanced relations
peoples in economic, cultural and other fief

Affirming their shared view of the impofl
Helsinki Pinal Act Principles and other CSCINE
their determination to fully implement suchp I

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

1. Each Government shall send a diploma
the other with the rank of Ambassador Extra
Plenipotentiary,' as soon as the necessary a
legal arrangements in the sending State so

12. The Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the Republic of Latvia and the Government of the
USA concerning diplomatic relations. September 5, 1991.
Sapraanas memorands starp Latvijas Republikas valdibu un ASV valdibu par diplomatiskajam attiecibam. 05.09.1991.

13. Anatols Dinbergs (1911-1993), Charge d’Affaires ad interim, Charge d’Affaires, Ambassador of Latvia to the USA,
1948-1993; Head of the Diplomatic and Consular Service of Latvia, 1971-1991.

Anatols Dinbergs (1911-1993), Latvijas pagaidu pilnvarotais lietvedis, pilnvarotais lietvedis, véstnieks ASV 1948-1993;
Latvijas diplomariska un konsulira dienesta vadirajs 1971-1991.

14, US Depury Assistant Secretary of State, C. W. Kamman, (on the left) and.the First Depury of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Latvia, M. Virsis, at the moment of signing the Memorandum of Understanding concerning diplomatic relations,
Riga, September 3, 1991.

ASV Valsts sekretara paliga vietnieks K. Kemons (no kreisas) un Latvijas arlictu ministra pirmais vietnieks M. Virsis paraksta
saprasanas memorandu par diplomariskajam arriecibam. Riga, 05.09.1991.

15. Ints M. Silins (1942), Charge d'Affaires of the USA to Latvia, 1991-1992; Ambassador of the USA ro Latvia, 1992-1995.
Ints Silins (1942), ASV pilnvarotais lietvedis Latvija 19911992, ASV véstnicks Latvija 1992-1995.

16, Ojars Kalnins (1949), Ambassador of Latvia to the USA, 1993-2000.
Ojars Kalnips (1949), Latvijas véstnieks ASV 1993-2000.

17. Larry C. Napper (1947), Ambassador of the USA ro Latvia, 1995-1998.
Lerijs Nepers (1947), ASV vestnieks Latvija 1995-1998.
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106th CONGRESS
2d Session

S. CON. RES. 122

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

July 20, 2000

Referred to the Committee on International Relations ‘

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Recognizing the 60th anniversary of the United States nonrecognition policy of the Soviet
takeover of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania and calling for positive steps to promote a peaceful and
democratic future for the Baltic region

Whereas in June 1940, the Soviet Union occupied the Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania and forcibly incorporated them into the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics;

Whereas throughout the occupation, the United States maintained that the acquisition of Baltic
territory by force was not permissible under international law and refused to recognize Soviet
sovereignty over these lands;

Whereas on July 15, 1940, President Franklin D, Roosevelt issued Executive Order No. 8484,
which froze Baltic assets in the United States to prevent them from falling into Soviet hands,

yives concurring), That Congress—
|United States nonrecognition policy of
{ the contribution that policy made in
FEI[B!IJ'&‘ Latvia, and Lithuania to

nia for the reestablishment of their
the disintegration of the former Soviet

nia for their success in implementing
 further speed the process of their entry
nd

pern Europe among the Baltic and

and calls for further cooperation in
aforcement, and public health problems,
s and trade development, and similar

g ¢, prosperous, and secure firture for
Whereas on July 23, 1940, Acting Secretary of State Sumner Welles issued the first public lon
statement of United States policy of nonrecognition of the Soviet takeover of the Baltic countries,
condemning that act in the strongest terms;

18. The President of Latvia, G. Ulmanis (on the right), the President of the USA, W. J. Clinton, the President of Lithuania,
A. Brazauskas and the President of Estonia, L. Meri, during the visit of the President of the USA ar the Freedom Monument
in Riga. July 6, 1994.

Latvijas prezidents G. Ulmanis (no labas), ASV prezidents V. D% Klintons, Lietuvas prezidents A. Brazausks un Igaunijas
prezidents L. Meri ASV prezidenta vizites laika Riga pie Brivibas pieminekla, 06.07.1994.

19. Ambassador of the USA to Larvia James H. Holmes at the presentation of his credentials to the President of Latvia G. Ulmanis.
October 27, 1998.
ASV véstnicks Dz Holmss akreditacijas ceremonija pie Latvijas prezidenta G. Ulmaga. 27.10.1998.

20. Ambassador of Latvia to the USA A. Ronis at the presentation of his credentials to the President of the USA William J. Clinton.
June 14, 2000.
Lartvijas vestnicks ASV A. Ronis akreditacijas ceremonija pie ASV prezidenta V. Di. Klintona. 14.06.2000.

21. Concurrent Resolution 122 of the US Congress recognizing the 60th anniversary of the US policy of nonrecognition of the
Soviet takeover of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. July 20, 2000.

ASV Kongresa rezoliicija Nr. 122 sakara ar lgaunijas, Latvijas un Lictuvas ancksijas neazidanas politikas 60. gadadienu.
20.07.2000.



PARTNERIBAS HARTA STARP LATVIJAS REPUBLIKU,
IGAUNIJAS REPUBLIKU, LIETUVAS REPUBLIKU UN AMERIKAS

SAVIENOTAJAM VALSTIM
TEVIES  HEPUTRE, Tgaulas HepuDiRe, LIeTOvES  HepummRe

Amerikas Savienotas Valstis, turpmak dévétas par Partneriem,

Vienojoties mierpilnas un arvien integrétakas, nedalitas Eiropas
kopiga redzéjuma, uzticigas demokrétijai, likuma varai, brivajam
tirgum, un cienai pret katra cilvéka tiesibam un pamatbrivibam;

Atzistot vésturisko iespéju izveidot jaunu Elropu, kurd katra valsts ir
drosa tas starptautiski atzitajds robezds un ciena katra
transatlantiskds =4 ) _ ; 5 : . o
veselumu; Lal labak atspogulotu Izmainas Eiropas un transatlantiskaja
o o politiskajd un droSibas situacija, Partneri apnemas regulari
Apnsmibas  piinl 1| 5,;95t3Kaj4 limeni no jauna izskatit $o vienoSanos.

leguldijumu Sis jaun
dro§ibu, pielagojot
institdtus;

LATVIJAS REPUBLIKAS VARDA AMERIKAS SAVIENOTO
Apnémusies pilnibg VALSTU VARDA
ietveroSas sabiedril

lidztiesigam attiecin . ]
grupam piederosiem| n \ll @A“‘j—tm\

Atzistol kopigu iein
pilnu attiecibu attistig

Atceroties draudzigd IGAUNIJAS REPUBLIKAS VARDA LIETUVAS REPUBLIKAS VARDA

Republiku, Lietuvas {7/ ﬁ}ym &‘7/{’@7

kuras ir nepartraukli

Atceroties to, ka Am
Latvijas, lgaunijas 4

Partneri saredz sav
aizsardzibas, kultord VaSingtona, 1998. gada 16. janvari
ciedakas saités star
integracijas Eiropas un transatlantiskajas strukliras sekmaétaju.

Lai tdlak nostiprinatu &is saites, Partneri nodibinas Partneribas
Komisiju, kura tiks vadita piendcigi augstd limenl un noveriés
kopigos centienus. Si Komisija tiksies reizi gada, vai arl kad tas bls

22, The Charter of Partnership Among the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Lithuania and the
USA. January 16, 1998.
Partneribas harta starp Latvijas Republiku, Igaunijas Republiku, Lietuvas Republiku un ASV. 16.01.1998.

£l

=

23. The President of the USA, William J. Clinton, (on the right), the President of Estonia, L. Meri, the President of Lithuania,
A. Brazauskas, and the President of Latvia, G. Ulmanis, at the moment of the signing of the Charter of Partnership. Washington,
January 16, 1998.

ASV prezidents V. D%, Klintons (no labas) Igaunijas prezidents L. Meri, Lictuvas prezidents A. Brazausks un Latvijas prezidents
G. Ulmanis paraksta Baltijas valstu un ASV Partneribas hartu. Vadingtona, 16.01.1998.



The exhibit was officially opened at the U.S. Information Resource Center, Smil$u iela 7,
Riga on January 16, 2001.

The exhibit was prepared by the US Embassy in Latvia and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Latvia.

Documents and materials from the archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Latvia, Latvia State Archives of Audiovisual Documents, Latvia State
Historical Archives, US Department of State and private collections. Photographic
reproductions by P. Korsaks. Photographs provided by A. Krievigs, J. Krimins,
I. Kuskevics, Z. Seglin3. Layout of the exhibit by Aigars Lenkevics.

Izstade atklata ASV Véstniecibas Informacijas centra Riga, Smilu iela 7, 16.01.2001.
Izstadi sagatavoja ASV Véstnieciba Latvija un Latvijas Republikas Arlieru ministrija.
Izstadé izmantoti dokumenti un materidli no Latvijas Republikas Arlietu ministrijas
arhiva (LR AMA), Latvijas Valsts kinofotofonodokumentu arhiva (LVKFFDA),
Latvijas Valsts véstures arhiva (LVVA), ASV Valsts departamenta un personiskajiem
arhiviem. Fotoreprodukcijas izgatavojis P. Korsaks. Izmantoti P. Korsaka, A. Krievina,
J. Krumina, I. Kuskevica, Z. Seglina fotouznémumi. Izstadi iekartoja Aigars Lenkevics.
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