                                                          JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ

OF

THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE

January 12, 2007

Panevėžys, Lithuania

The Minister of Defence of the Republic of Estonia, the Minister of Defence of the Republic of Latvia, the Minister of National Defence of the Republic of Lithuania, as the Ministerial Committee (MC),

Having met in Panevėžys, Lithuania on January 11-12, 2007,

1. Underscored that the NATO Riga Summit proved to be a success and welcomed its results, particularly noting the resolve expressed by the Heads of State and Government to meet the security challenges of the 21st century, while maintaining a strong collective defence as the core purpose of the Alliance. 

2. Welcomed the Comprehensive Political Guidance (CPG) as a useful road-map in the process of the development and transformation of national defence systems.

3. Noted the importance of further NATO co-operation with Georgia and Ukraine and expressed determination to continue to engage actively and assist these countries through practical cooperation in the field of defence reform.

4. Expressed the commitment to work together with the Adriatic Three countries on their way towards membership in NATO and look forward to the upcoming Adriatic-Baltic-US Ministerial meeting in Tallinn.
5. Stressed the importance to strive for improvements in the NATO-EU strategic partnership. Ministers agreed to address this issue within the Nordic-Baltic framework as well as other appropriate EU and NATO formats.

6. Noted the importance that energy security tends to have on the Alliance security interests and welcomed the decision to direct the Council in Permanent Session, to consult on the most immediate risks in the field of energy security.

7. Reaffirmed their commitment to NATO’s efforts contributing to peace and stability in Afghanistan and other regions and stressed the importance of greater military-civil interaction in the field, especially through closer EU-NATO co-operation. Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania remain actively engaged in the NATO ISAF operation.

8. Stressed the significant political and practical value of the NATO Air Policing mission in the Baltic states in ensuring a single standard for the entire NATO airspace as well as sufficient security for all Allies, and endorsed the policy paper “The Baltic View on the Way Ahead on NATO Air Policing Mission in the Baltic states”. 

9. Agreed on principles concerning the cost sharing of the expenditures of current Host Nation Support for the NATO Air Policing mission. 

10. Agreed to reduce costs for the Allies contributing to the NATO Air Policing mission. 

11. Welcomed the announcement of the full operational capability of the NATO Response Force (NRF) and reaffirmed further active participation in NRF. Positively noted the Baltic Military Committee’s (MilC) advice on the joint contribution to NRF-14 with a common battalion (each nation providing company plus size unit) and encouraged MilC to continue further work on elaborating modalities of the contribution to NRF-14.

12. Stressed the importance of the development of the Baltic Defence College (BALTDEFCOL) as a widely respected international military educational institution and endorsed the Policy Paper on BALTDEFCOL.

13. Took positive note on the progress achieved since Jūrmala meeting and encouraged respective staffs to continue their work towards trilateral acquisition of radars. Also directed staffs to continue to look at other areas where capability shortfalls intersect in order to take advantage of and achieve the greatest economies of scale and overall life cycle cost savings in future trilateral Baltic acquisition programs especially with armoured personnel carriers, electronic counter measures, helicopters and other systems.
14. Took note of the need to, at the earliest possible planning stage, co-ordinate national defence and acquisition priorities and plans, as well as harmonize and merge operational requirements for successful trilateral Baltic collaborative acquisition.

This Joint Communiqué contains an Annex with tasks.
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