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Round table discussion seminar

Baltic Sea Region transport - a network of innovation, efficiency and competitiveness

Vilnius, May 9, 2008, 10:00 – 15:00

Intermodal Transport and Logistic Competence Center, Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Sauletekio Al 11, Vilnius
The current global patterns of trade, travel and labour reflect the mounting importance of transport. Therefore, as the Baltic Sea Region prepares for further increasing global competition, it is crucial that the region’s transportation infrastructure meets the needs of tomorrow. This seminar sheds light on the economic, environmental as well as social aspects related to freight and passenger transport in the region.

First, the access to fast, flexible and secure transportation chains is to a rising degree determining the pecking order among companies in the global market place. In the economic sense, more effective transportation systems in the Baltic Sea Region facilitate the creation of a unified regional market and contribute to the general attractiveness of the region for economic activity. 

Second, with the spreading awareness of urgent environmental problems, transport is becoming inseparable from issues relating to for example global warming, air pollution and the harmful exploitation of the seas. As a consequence, one of the vital challenges facing the Baltic Sea Region, as well as most other countries, is how to reduce road transport without limiting the movement of goods and people. 
Third, from a social perspective improved transportation means more labour mobility and more tourism, factors that in turn enhance the formation of a common regional cultural identity by closer connecting the peripheral regions to the core regions. Within this context, the topic of road accidents requires particular attention in the Baltic Sea Region.

According to the EU transport policy document - the White Paper Time to Decide (2001), there is a need to find fresh alternatives to road transport and endorses a shift towards rail and water based transportation. The Paper calls in particular attention to intermodal transport, which means combining different modes of transport for a given journey in the most cost-effective, environmentally friendly and reliable way. Further, the concept of Motorways of the Sea reviving short-sea shipping by linking certain shipping routes to the trans-European network, just like motorways or railways is of importance. This requires the development of better connections between ports and the rail and inland waterway networks, together with improvements in the quality of port services.

Now, when the Council of the Baltic Sea States is undertaking a process of reform, it has become absolutely clear that the competitiveness should be one of the top priorities for the regional cooperation in the future. This cooperation should not only lead to political commitments to tackle these problems, but more importantly - implementation of our agreements and good intentions. Moreover, as far as the development of efficient transport system is truly cross border issue, regional cooperation between governments, municipalities, private companies, researchers and society takes an important role to find synergies, combine resources and efforts to achieve common goals.
In this context we would like to concentrate our seminar discussion among different players and actors in the region on the following important issues:

· Development of multimodal transportation system – innovations to improve efficiency and service quality by cooperation among airports, seaports and inland transport in the Baltic Sea Region;

· Capacity of funding and implementation of regionally strategic transportation projects (for example, TEN-T projects – Rail Baltica, Nordic Triangle);

· challenges and perspectives for the BSR (for example, the Euro-Asian land bridge);
· Role and contribution of governmental cooperation in the region facilitating the development of transport sector.
Registration:
please register by 6th of May (by email: janis.lasmanis@mfa.gov.lv).

Students, academia, experts, public officials, diplomats and other interested people are welcome to participate in this seminar, being a part of the project Balticness initiated by the Latvian Presidency in the Council of the Baltic Sea States. 

Project Balticness, being one of the central activities of the Latvian Presidency of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS)
 in 2007/2008, is a year long series of public events taking place in all 11 Baltic Sea Region capital cities to promote the notion of the Baltic Sea Region, Balticness and the Baltic Sea as the life artery for the people living around it. The project will present a traveling photo exhibition “…where the Baltic Sea and Baltic people meet…”, a round-table discussion seminars in the universities on the issues of regional importance and a series of jazz concerts by the eminent Latvian saxophone player Denis Pashkevich and his band Riga Groove Electro together with local jazz musicians.

http://www.am.gov.lv/en/cbss/Balticness/
� CBSS members – Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Russia, Sweden, European Commission.





