
Arne Øren, Chairman of BSSSC (Baltic Sea State Subregional Cooperation): 

“Sustainable Energy and the threats of the Climate Change in focus in the Baltic Sea Region – call for Co-operation”

Threats of the Climate Change

The BSSSC annual conference in Turku, Finland, September 2007, was dedicated to the issue of Sustainable Energy and its relation to the threat of the climate change. A highly actual issue in the Baltic Sea Region as well as in all Europe and Globally! 

The Conference Resolution underlines that BSSSC would like to point out the importance of the role of the regions as partners in national and EU energy policies. The renewable energy sources in the sub-regions of the Baltic Sea provide enormous potential in terms of the production of bio-energy and bio-electricity from water, wind power, solar energy, wave power and other sources. 

Global warming is already threatening many vital interests of human beings all over the world, and I believe that the necessary changes are not coming by themselves but have to be tackled politically – also by local and regional politicians in our Baltic Sea Region! 

· More than 90% probability that the climate is changing due to human activity. The concentration of GHG in the atmosphere is the highest in 650 000 years. The temperature will rise between 1, 1*C and 6, 4*C this century. Action is needed and to reach a maximum temperature rise of 2*C, global emissions must be reduced by 50 to 80% within 2050. A global peak must be reached within 2010. International cooperation is necessary. The Kyoto-treaty will reduce global warming by only 0,1C. We need a new, global climate treaty. 
· According to IEA 2005 - on the question of “World Energy Demand “ – the  World energy consumption increases by a factor of 1.5 by 2030.

The countries of the EU, the Nordic region and the Baltic Sea region has a special and visible role to play in promoting climate change goals and finding new avenues in the process. 

What can the regions do? 

· The regions have possibilities to communicating with the public. They can make climate and energy issues a driving factor in spatial planning. 

· Encouraging investment in infrastructures for biomass and bio fuel filling stations. Stimulating investment in heat infrastructures, which connect heath supply with demand. 

· Strengthening the modal shift in transport and promoting clean technology in public transport through green public procurement and simplifying permit procedures for renewable energy projects. 

· Enhancing the regulation of energy efficiency by local and regional authorities through the creation of expert centre and establishing international partnerships to extend the international coalition against climate change, and transfer energy-saving technology to less-developed countries. 

· The regions can link goals for energy efficiency or renewable energy to regional goals such as employment and innovation and using public procurement as a tool to reduce energy use and improve energy efficiency for both goods and services.  

The Baltic Sea Region 

Baltic Sea Region is a region of prosperity and challenges - bridging east and west, bringing people together, securing peace and prosperity. We have possibilities! We face challenges! Diversity – including many organisations – is a fact.

The renewable and sustainable energy sources in the sub-regions of the Baltic Sea provide an enormous potential in terms of producing bio-energy and bio-electricity from water, wind power, solar energy, wave power and other sources from agriculture and forestry.

Co-operation and co-ordination.

A meeting in Copenhagen 29th of October, between representatives from BSSSC, BSC-CPMR, UBC, B7, BDF and BSPC, concluded that Sustainable Energy and Climate are on the list of all these organisations and thus could serve as a starting point for a closer co-operation and co-ordinated actions to be conducted by the organisations.
The meeting concluded on three main areas of further co-operation and co-ordination: 

· Information exchange on Energy and Climate- related issues between the BSR organisations; 

· Further development of priorities and tasks for the common Energy and Climate Platform/Group of the Baltic Sea Region organisations; 

· Identification of topics and actors from other sectors and sponsorship in relation to the BDF Summit in 2008.     

The participants of the meeting acknowledged that: 

· Issues of Energy and Climate will gain higher importance in years to come

· Analysis of the current Energy and Climate situation in the BSR is therefore important  

· Baltic Sea Region organisations’ activities within the areas of Energy and Climate are not structured and co-ordinated well enough. Lots of activities, related to the Energy and Climate issues are going on in the region and presumably, they will be even more numerous. These activities should be more result-oriented and convey a clear message to the national and EU authorities. 

· Integrated approach to the Energy and Climate issues and co-ordinated influence on policy making in regard to these issues are decisive for achieving visible results and synergy effects within the Baltic Sea Region and when interacting with other major international actors (EU, China, Russia). A vision and common strategies on Energy and Climate in the Baltic Sea Region are highly desirable and should be a subject of consideration.

· Information exchange on scheduled activities and envisaged actions, participation in Energy and Climate-related events (meetings, conferences, projects) between the involved BSR organisations is a significant factor of co-ordinated Energy and Climate policy in the region. Information dissemination on “Energy and Climate best practises” in the BSR between the involved organisations and legal bodies is important for promotion and development of new technologies and use of know-how all over the Baltic Sea region and beyond its frontiers, also contributing to “branding” of the BSR. 

· Addressing concerns and considerations of the regional level on Energy and Climate issues to the high political level should be given high priority. 

· Involving a broader range of actors (representatives of science, business, NGOs) working with Energy and Climate-related issues and obtaining financial support to implement joint activities, such as conferences and summits is another concern. 

· A broader involvement of Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland and Russia is highly desired 

Next steps/further development 

Following the discussion at the meeting the participants also acknowledge to: 

· Further discuss the initiative of establishing a Co-ordination/Joint platform Group, its mandate, tasks and composition in the respective organisations back home 
· Initiate information exchange and dissemination and participation in the Energy and Climate related activities.

· EU’s Green Paper on Climate -  CPMR – BSC/BSSSC has made a response to the EU Green Paper and other BSR organisations can also contribute to the public EU-wide debate on Climate issues (adaptation to Climate change and mitigation of its consequences) in relation to Energy use and production.

· Consider participation in the scheduled BDF Summit in 2008 and inputs from the BSR organisations to this event.

EU and CBSS.

During the 9th  BDF Summit 2007 in Tallin, Estonia, the Swedish Prime Minister Mr. Fredrik Reinfeldt called the countries of the region to unite and support regional strategy on environment, climate and integration. He announced that the Swedish government intends to launch an EU Baltic Sea Strategy during their EU Presidency in 2009.

The Council of Baltic Sea States (CBSS) is focusing on better coordination between all the different stakeholders in Baltic Sea Region.

Thank you for inviting me to take part in this round table discussion with the highly actual theme - Policy of energy and social welfare in the Baltic Sea Region.  

CBSS Round table discussion seminar:  ‘Policy of energy and social welfare in the Baltic Sea region – what are the options?’
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